198                ROYAL AND PRIESTLY TABOOS            CHAP.
" the chief regards himself as a semi-divine personage and is
so regarded by his people. He leads a secluded life and is
subject to numerous taboos. He must not be seen eating,
must not eat food outside his own compound, must not eat
food cooked by a menstruous woman, must not smoke, must
not see people smoking or chewing tobacco, must not pick up
anything from the ground, must not put his foot in running
water, and must not point his finger at any person. He eats
ceremonially in private, his food being cooked by a favourite
wife, provided she is not in a menstruous condition ; it is
brought to him by a male attendant who averts his eyes while
he eats. A second attendant, a sister's son, performs duties
such as fetching water for the chiefs use (and he is required to
fetch it on his shoulders), and sweeping the chiefs enclosure
every morning (the chief may not enter the enclosure if it has
not been swept). Both these attendants were in former times
put to death when the chief died, with the intention that they
should attend to him in the next world. The chief acts the
part of the character ascribed to him. He speaks in a low
voice (always through an interpreter), in an expressionless,
impersonal manner. He told me himself that he was a deity,
and that I could be sure, therefore, that in giving me informa-
tion about the other deities or cults of the Kam it would be
impossible for him to mislead me, as deities do not lie. The
chief of the Kam, like the king of the Jukun, is closely associ-
ated with corn, and carries out a daily ritual by which he feeds
his royal ancestors, particularly the last deceased chief, who
are regarded as the life and soul of the crops." 1
Again among the Kilba, another tribe of Northern Nigeria,
14 the chief was regarded as a divine person, and was subject,
in consequence, to numerous taboos. He might not visit the
village where he had formerly resided, for if this rule were
broken disaster would fall on the inhabitants. He might not
engage in any agricultural work, nor was he permitted to visit
any farm. He might not pick up anything from the ground
lest the dynamism of his person should blast the crops. If he
struck the ground in anger the people would be confounded
with fear. If he shook his fist in a man's face that man would
go mad. He might not receive any article from the hand of
1 C. K, Meek, Tribal Studies in Northern Nigeria, ii. 539 sg.